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Analyzing the Role of Schools in Promoting Cultural Coexistence
Among Multi-Ethnic Students in Urban Schools of Iran (Case Study:
Alborz Province)

Forough Bayati*

Abstract

In multi-ethnic societies, schools, as one of the most important social institutions, play
a fundamental role in shaping cultural identity and teaching coexistence skills. With the
increase of internal migration and growing cultural diversity in Iranian cities,
classrooms have become environments where students from various ethnic, linguistic,
and cultural backgrounds interact. This study aims to explore the role of formal
education and the school environment in managing this diversity and promoting cultural
coexistence. The research adopts a qualitative methodology with a phenomenological
approach, and data were collected through semi-structured interviews with teachers and
students in urban schools in Alborz Province. The findings indicate that the lack of
targeted education on cultural diversity, the limited use of teachers’ potential to foster
dialogue, and, in some cases, the reproduction of cultural stereotypes in the educational
setting pose significant obstacles to achieving effective cultural coexistence. The study
underscores the need to revise educational and cultural policies and to design curricula
with a multicultural approach.

Keywords: Cultural coexistence — Ethnic diversity — Multicultural education — School —
Cultural policymaking — Student identity
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