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Abstract

The competitive resilience of free trade zones in southern Iran is a key factor in
economic and social development, reflecting these regions’ ability to confront challenges
and environmental changes. This resilience enables free trade zones not only to navigate
economic and political fluctuations but also to transform such challenges into opportunities
for growth and development. This study is applied in purpose, survey-based in nature, and
exploratory-mixed in paradigm. The sampling for the qualitative section was conducted
purposefully, while the quantitative section utilized simple random sampling. In the
qualitative phase, interviews were conducted with 15 specialists and experts from the target
population, which consisted of three groups: the first group included policymakers and
planners in free trade zones; the second group comprised senior managers in these zones;
and the third group involved informed faculty members engaged in relevant research. The
interviews continued until theoretical saturation was achieved, and the quantitative samples
were selected based on Cochran’s formula. The qualitative data were analyzed using
grounded theory methodology. In the quantitative section, the structural equation modeling
method was employed using Smart-PLS software to validate the research model, revealing
that the selection of concepts, dimensions, and indicators was highly accurate and could
provide a suitable framework for the competitive resilience of free trade zones in southern
Iran. Consequently, 23 categories were identified, and 90 concepts were classified based on
coding and their relationships with the main dimensions. Ultimately, model fit was achieved,
and the quantitative findings corroborated the qualitative results. Utilizing the Friedman test,
the findings indicated that the concept of meritocracy, related to innovation and agility,
received the highest priority. This underscores the importance of innovation- and agility-
based strategies in enhancing competitive resilience in these regions. Respondents clearly
believe that the ability to innovate and adapt swiftly to changes can significantly impact
achieving economic and competitive success. Conversely, the concept of managing capitalist
packages, linked to interventionist economic development, received the lowest priority. This
suggests that respondents may be more attentive to the negative impacts or inefficiencies
present in investment management methods and economic policies.
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