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The framework of multiple currents in the policy making

process of student organizations in Iran with emphasis on

the regulation of facilitating and promoting the activity of
Islamic organizations of academics

Omid Tahernezhad, Saeid Amani?, somayeh Amiri®

Abstract

Formal and informal student organizations and groups are one of the target
communities of Iran's macro and micro policymaking system, and their performance
and social status embody various aspects both in favor of and opposed to the ruling
authority.Studying the historical development of student organizations from the
inception of the student movement indicates that this movement has emerged from
various social events and has matured as a voluntary, free, optional, and purpose-driven
action. Throughout different periods of political history, from pre-revolutionary
governments to subsequent administrations, the perspectives of various policymakers
have varied. At times, there has been a stabilizing and supportive outlook, while at other
times, there has been a controlling and strict approach, and occasionally a passive and
indifferent stance. This indicates that, in any case, the policymaking surrounding student
organizational activities has been a concern for politicians. This research investigates
the policies adopted in the realm of student organizations, particularly in Islamic Azad
University, based on the framework of multiple streams as proposed by Kingdon. In this
context, it examines the Constitution, relevant laws, circulars, and regulations of the
Islamic Republic of Iran and Islamic Azad University. The findings reveal that both in
higher-level documents and the Constitution, as well as at lower levels, there have
always been policies aimed at organizing student organizations, although some of the
existing policies were identified as restrictive and stringent, while others facilitated and
invigorated the activities of Islamic and political organizations. Nevertheless, the
inherent characteristics of student organizations inherently produce tensions between
policymakers and university administrators with the leaders of these organizations,

reflecting the dynamism of student and youth movements.

Keywords: student political organizations, Islamic organizations, cultural policy
making, organizational activity policy making, policy(stratejy) of Islamic organizations,
multiple streams framework
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